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BRAUN JOINS FIGHT FOR MOBILITY INDUSTRY AWARENESS 
Pledges Van Donation for National Awareness Month 

 
WINAMAC, Ind. – February 23, 2012 – In an effort to continue raising awareness of the 
automotive mobility industry, The Braun Corporation announced today its intent on donating a 
BraunAbility conversion vehicle in honor of National Mobility Awareness Month. 
 
Through the month of April, the awareness campaign will incite consumers through the US and 
Canada to submit stories of local heroes either struggling with or overcoming mobility issues 
due to a disability. The video narratives will be released on Facebook in May, encouraging 
followers to vote on their favorite uplifting story. One of the three contest winners will receive a 
customized BraunAbility-converted Toyota Sienna Rampvan. 
 
Braun’s 2012 Sienna Rampvan offers accessibility in a sleek exterior design with enhanced 
interior comfort. The conversion features an automatic kneeling system that allows for a gentle 
ramp slope for wheelchair and scooter users and a lightweight side-entry ramp that folds out for 
easy access and convenience. 
 
“This awareness campaign spotlights those behind-the-scenes heroes that have overcome their 
disability and made a vast impact on their community,” said Braun President Nick Gutwein. 
“We’re excited that we can support the contest winners to celebrate their lives and show that a 
disability should not prevent someone from living a fulfilling life.” 
 
The winner’s vehicle will be customized to fit their specific needs, with a full set of hand controls 
and related technology. The vehicle will provide the winner with the necessary mobility to help 
them lead an active and independent life. 
 
This year marks Braun’s 40th anniversary as a leader and key mover in an industry built by 
Founder and CEO Ralph Braun, who developed the organization, based on his own need to 
regain mobility. The company is the largest manufacturer of wheelchair accessible vans, ramps, 
and wheelchair lifts worldwide and offers the most diverse line of vehicle platforms in the 
industry, including the most popular minivan models from Dodge/Chrysler, Honda, and Toyota. 
 
For more information please visit the Awareness Month website at 
www.MobilityAwarenessMonth.com.   
  
About National Mobility Awareness Month: 



National Mobility Awareness Month is the inaugural May celebration that encourages people 
with disabilities to enjoy active, mobile lifestyles. Taking place in the US and Canada, the 
awareness campaign will strive to educate seniors, caregivers and veterans about the wide-
range of mobility solutions available on the market today for people with disabilities.  
 
About The Braun Corporation:  

The Braun Corporation is the world’s largest manufacturer of wheelchair accessible vans, 
ramps, and wheelchair lifts and enables people with physical disabilities to regain mobility. The 
Indiana-based company was founded by Ralph Braun, who was diagnosed with spinal muscular 
atrophy at a young age and unable to walk by age 15. Ralph was motivated by his disability to 
invent the world’s first electric scooter (the Tri-Wheeler) and wheelchair lift (the Lift-A-Way) in 
his parents’ garage. Word spread and demand for the product increased, resulting in the birth of 
Save-A-Step Manufacturing, which ultimately became The Braun Corporation. For more 
information, or to find a dealer near you, please visit www.braunability.com or 
www.facebook.com/braunability.    
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